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F edora Gould Fisher (pictured), one of Fryer Library’s most enthusiastic supporters and 
friends, died in January this year. Her 
contribution to building the Fryer 
Library’s collections was enormous. 
She worked tirelessly with her 
husband, Len Fisher, for many years, 
in their capacities as Friends of Fryer, 
seeking out collections and laying the 
groundwork for obtaining them for 
the library. Fedora’s description of 
their role understates the time and 
effort they dedicated to their task: 
‘to find caches in old tin trunks and 
the like and if possible channel them 
into the Fryer Library.’ (Fisher [ix])
Fedora is probably best known for 
her role in bringing to the library 
the papers of Sir Raphael Cilento. 
As a neighbour of the Cilentos at 
Toowong, she went to their aid after 
their riverside home was damaged 
in the 1974 Brisbane flood. Already 
‘a dedicated forager’(Fisher (x)), she 
saw the value in the papers she was 
helping to salvage, and encouraged 
the Cilentos to deposit the papers 
in the Fryer Library. There, they 
were cleaned and restored, and 
became the core of the Raphael 
Cilento collection. Fedora decided 
to use the material, in both her 
thesis (University of Queensland, 
History Department, 1984) and 
book (Raphael Cilento: A Biography, 
University of Queensland Press, 
1994). Many more researchers, with 
a variety of interests, have used the 
collection since then.
But Fedora was also responsible 
for a number of other valuable 
collections finding a home in Fryer 
Library. She and her husband, Len, 
were founding members of the 
Friends of Fryer Library in 1978, and 
Len served as president from 1981 
to 1983. Len was also president 
of the Alumni Association from 
1971 to 1974. In these roles they 
actively sought material for the 
library. One collection they were 
instrumental in obtaining was the 
John Cooper collection, 38 boxes 
of papers relating to the work 
of the prominent Gold Coast art 
dealer. Another was the papers 
of Mornington Island indigenous 
artist Dick Roughsey and his friend, 
Percy Trezise. A further significant 
collection was the papers of the 
pioneering pastoral family, the 
McConnels. Fedora also donated 
to the library material gathered in 
her research, including a number of 
recordings of oral history interviews 
she conducted with notable 
Queenslanders such as the Cilentos. 
Sixteen boxes of research material 
are held in the Fedora Gould Fisher 
collection. As well, as one of her 
last acts of generosity to the library 
Fedora donated a valuable folio of 
Lloyd Rees etchings of Australian 
landscapes and a painting by 
Elisabeth Brophy entitled ‘Eight Bells 
Gallery’.
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